
Welcome

Prizes & Giveaways

Career Development

Conference Schedule

9:00AM - 9:30AM    Early Bird Sessions

•	  Writing for an Audience
•	  Morning Routines: Daily Techniques from The Artist’s Way

9:45AM - 10:45AM    Session One

•	  Perfecting Your Query (Panel)
•	  Writing a Great Short Film
•	  Writing Comics When You Don’t Have an Illustrator
•	  Monetizing Your Poetry
•	  Portfolio Reviews (space is limited)

11:00AM - 12:00PM    Session Two

•	 The Business of Writing (Panel)
•	 Making a Great First Impression: Polishing Your First        

Five Pages
•	 Creating Media Content for the Web
•	 Time Management and Motivation
•	 Portfolio Reviews (space is limited)

1:00PM - 2:00PM   Session Three

•	  What Makes a Great Story? (Panel)
•	  Freelance Writing
•	  Grammar 101
•	  It's Funny Because It's True: Comedy Writing
•	  Portfolio Reviews (space is limited)

2:15PM - 3:15PM   Session Four

•	 Make It Snappy: Dialogue Writing (Panel)
•	 Crafting the Unique Perspective: Finding Your Writing Voice
•	 20 Ways to Market and Promote Your Self-Published Book
•	 Writing Contracts
•	 Portfolio Reviews (space is limited)

3:30PM - 4:30PM   Session Five

•	 Writing Jobs (Panel)
•	 Let's Get Reality: Developing Unscripted Television
•	 Silencing the Inner Critic: Quieting the Voices in Your Head
•	 Archetypes: A Cheat for Creating Compelling Characters
•	 Portfolio Reviews (space is limited)

4:45PM - 5:30PM   Keynote Presentation

•	 Breaking Through the Wall: How to Keep Pushing When 
Doors Keep Slamming in Your Face

Workshop Descriptions
Early Bird Sessions						      9:00AM - 9:30AM EDT
	
Writing for an Audience
Faculty: Jennie Jarvis

Join Full Sail Writing Conference Director Jennie Jarvis for the official morning kickoff. 
In this session, she will provide tips and tricks on how to navigate the day’s events and how 
to best plot the way that your writing will wind up in front of an audience.

Morning Routines: Daily Techniques from The Artist’s Way
Faculty: Bethany Duvall

As much as writers would love to spend every day pouring their ideas onto the page, we 
are often faced with mental and emotional barriers that prevent us from being our most 
creative selves. Whether we are battling self-doubt or writer’s block, turning to morning 
routines might be the best way we can keep the ink flowing. In this session, Bethany 
Duvall will guide attendees through suggestions from Julia Cameron’s The Artist’s Way to 
keep the pen moving.

Session One							       9:45AM - 10:45AM EDT 		

Perfecting Your Query (Panel)
Faculty: Kaitlyn Johnson, Kat Kerr, Sarah Nicolas, Matt Peters, Jessica Schwartz (Allen 
Gorney, moderator)

Whether you want to land an agent, sell your book to a publisher, or convince a studio 
your script is their next blockbuster, starting with a written pitch (query) is where it all 
begins. What will make your query stand out from the crowd? In this session, the experts 
explore how to condense your written project into a dynamite pitch.

Writing a Great Short Film
Faculty: Kevin O’Neill

Many beginning scriptwriters start out trying to cram a feature idea into a short film. But 
in this abbreviated format, there isn’t time for many characters, drawn-out narratives, or 
exposition. On the other hand, if the idea is too simple, it just won’t grab audiences. After 
more than a decade of attending film festivals, Kevin O’Neill has discovered the “sweet 
spot” for creating a dynamic film. In this session, he will share how you can make a short 
film that really stands out from the crowd.

Writing Comics When You Don’t Have an Illustrator
Faculty: Leslie Salas

Are you interested in writing comics, but you don’t know how to draw or have an 
illustrator? Join Leslie Salas, the comic editor for Sweet Literary, as she explains why this 
isn’t a problem! Discuss strategies for how to create your own comics (and why it's better 
to do it yourself anyway).

Monetizing Your Poetry
Faculty: Peter Gordon

Looking to get your poems published? Wondering if there's any way to make a living from 
your verse? Join award-winning and published poet Peter Gordon for an introduction to 
the methods of monetizing your poetry—book sales, readings, grants, teaching—and how 
to find places to publish—print and online journals, contests, websites, and more.

Portfolio Reviews (space is limited)
Session One Faculty: Kim Craft, Esq., Wes Locher, Dr. Kari Whaley

In these small group sessions, have your writing reviewed by our faculty experts, or seek 
their advice on your writing journey. Space is limited and is available on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Session Two							       11:00AM - 12:00PM EDT

The Business of Writing (Panel)
Faculty: Kim Craft, Esq., Davey Jay, Esq., Kat Kerr, Wes Locher, Brian Nelson, Jessica 
Schwartz, Dr. Kari Whaley (Peter Gordon, Moderator)

Do you have questions about publishing or contracts? Intellectual property or paying 
taxes? Did you want to know how to sell a script or why it takes so long for a book to 
be published? Then this session is for you! Featuring entertainment attorneys, literary 
agents, development executives and freelance writers, this powerful session is packed with 
experience and knowledge.

Making a Great First Impression: Polishing Your First Five Pages
Faculty: Kaitlyn Johnson

If the first five pages of your novel aren’t solid, your chances of securing an agent and 
landing that big publishing deal are practically non-existent. Join Literary Agent Kaitlyn 
Johnson as she guides you through how to make your novel open in a way that grabs the 
reader’s attention—and more importantly, their heart.

Creating Media Content for the Web (Panel)
Faculty: John King, Mac Rutan, Jared Silvia

This session will explore the question of what happens to creative work in hurricane 
of internet media and how writers can feed their creative soul, build authenticity in their 
online output, and cultivate potent ideas using the essential tools they have at hand.

Time Management and Motivation
Faculty: Dr. Lesley Kamphaus

As writers, we often chide ourselves for being less productive than we think we should 
be, and we often start more projects than we finish. We have time conflicts, procrastinate, 
become paralyzed by perfectionism, or just plain get stuck. Long-term projects can cause 
us to lose focus over time, and despite our best intentions, sometimes the writing just 
doesn’t get done. This workshop will explore some of the most common reasons projects 
are abandoned, reflect on why we procrastinate, and consider how to stay excited about 
our work.

Portfolio Reviews (space is limited)
Session Two Faculty: Nikki Buyna, Allen Gorney, Sarah Nicolas, Kevin O'Neill

In these small group sessions, have your writing reviewed by our faculty experts, or seek 
their advice on your writing journey. Space is limited and is available on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Session Three							       1:00PM - 2:00PM EDT

What Makes a Great Story? (Panel)
Faculty: Nikki Buyna, Jess Carson, Kaitlyn Johnson, Kat Kerr, Sarah Nicolas, 
Jessica Schwartz (Leslie Salas, Moderator)

When art is so subjective, how do we know if a story is truly great? In this panel, experts 
from the worlds of academia, books, plays, television, and film join us to discuss what this 
concept means.

Freelance Writing
Faculty: Wes Locher

Many writers dream of paying all their bills through their creative work, but that life isn’t 
quite as luxurious as it might sound. While it’s true that you get to manage your own 
schedule, it’s not all about being creative. Join CWEBFA grad Wes  Locher as he walks 
you through the ins and outs of being a full-time freelancer.

Grammar 101
Faculty: Dr. Erin Moore, Heather Startup

Writers are expected to be masters of the written word. No matter how good our 
story might be, if the writing isn’t polished, there is virtually no chance of selling it. 
Unfortunately, few public schools teach grammar with the kind of thoroughness needed 
to truly become proficient. In this session, you will receive a primer in grammar basics to 
help strengthen your ability to self-edit.

It’s Funny Because It’s True: Comedy Writing
Faculty: Dr. Kari Whaley

Does your writing make you LOL? In this session, participants will learn how to approach 
writing a three-five-minute stand-up comedy set. The session will focus on using everyday 
life as the premise for writing comedy. Participants will review elements of comedic setup, 
joke construction, and delivery. Lastly, participants will be connected with resources for 
how to take their set from script to stage.

Portfolio Reviews (space is limited)
Session Three Faculty: Peter Gordon, Dr. Lesley Kamphaus, Karen Price

In these small group sessions, have your writing reviewed by our faculty experts, or seek 
their advice on your writing journey. Space is limited and is available on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Session Four							       2:15PM - 3:15PM EDT

Make It Snappy: Dialogue Writing (Panel)
Faculty: Jess Carson, Kevin O'Neill, Karen Price, Leslie Salas, Julie Anne Wight (Allen 
Gorney, moderator)

It’s often said that it isn’t just what a character says, but how they say it that matters. This 
is true for the voices needed for television, film, novels, short stories, plays, comics, and 
more. In this session, experts from across genres will discuss how to develop unique and 
original voices for your own creations.

Crafting the Unique Perspective: Finding Your Writing Voice
Faculty: Kat Kerr

The writer’s voice is one of the hardest skills to master as a prose writer, regardless of 
whether you want to write a novel or short story. In this session, Literary Agent Kar Kerr 
will explain what the writer’s voice is and why it’s so important, and will provide tips and 
tricks for attendees to work on strengthening their own work.

20 Ways to Market and Promote Your Self-Published Book
Faculty: Kim Craft, Esq.

In this workshop, attendees will learn methods to monetize their self-published books 
with an effective Web 2.0 marketing and social-media strategy. Author Kim Craft’s 
self-published book, Infamous Lady, began with an initial investment of only $37.00 and 
today has made nearly $90,000 in revenue. Learn the secrets of Amazon, Google, and 
YouTube algorithms; the power of reviews; new places to promote your book; using social 
media strategically; and the power and peril of avatars and stealth marketing.

Writing Contracts
Faculty: Davey Jay, Esq.

If you ever want to sell your work, then you need to understand contacts. Do you 
understand terms like “common warranties and representations,” “duration,” “rights 
granted,” or “rights reserved”? If not, then this is the session for you! Join 
entertainment attorney Davey Jay, Esq. as she walks attendees through the anatomy of 
a contract.

Portfolio Reviews (space is limited)
Session Four Faculty: Kaitlyn Johnson, Jessica Schwartz, Jared Silvia

In these small group sessions, have your writing reviewed by our faculty experts, or seek 
their advice on your writing journey. Space is limited and is available on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Session Five							       3:30PM - 4:30PM EDT

Writing Jobs (Panel)
Faculty: Les Brown, Chris Geary, Kaitlyn Johnson, Wes Locher, Julie Anne Wight (Peter 
Gordon, moderator)

Everyone who dreams of being a writer knows the big jobs: Author, Screenwriter, 
Novelist, etc. But what about the other jobs out there that can help you pay your bills with 
your words? In this session, we will explore the wide variety of writing jobs that exist to 
help participants rethink what it means to be a writer.

Let’s Get Reality: Developing Unscripted Television
Faculty: Jessica Schwartz

Are you interested in creating a reality show, but aren’t sure where to begin? Is there really 
such a thing as a writer in the unscripted world? Join FPMFA alum Jessica Schwartz as she 
walks you through what’s needed to get your reality  television show ideas on the air.

Silencing the Inner Critic: Quieting the Voices in Your Head
Faculty: Karen Price

In this session, participants will explore what their inner critic says to them and discuss 
how to deal with those negative voices that can hamper our writing process.

Archetypes: A Cheat for Creating Compelling Characters
Faculty: Nikki Buyna

What makes a story work? For most readers, it’s engaging and believable characters who 
trigger something within. In this session, participants will explore how archetypes call to 
the readers' collective unconscious and bring any tale to life. Participants will interact with 
a variety of master character archetypes from myth, trace them through both fiction and 
film, and develop a shorthand method for creating characters that capture attention.

Portfolio Reviews (space is limited)
Session Five Faculty: Jess Carson, Kat Kerr, Leslie Salas

In these small group sessions, have your writing reviewed by our faculty experts, or seek 
their advice on your writing journey. Space is limited and is available on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Keynote Presentation					     4:45PM - 5:30PM EDT

Breaking Through the Wall: How to Keep Pushing When Doors Keep 
Slamming in Your Face
Faculty: Jess Carson

Anyone who has studied writing has heard that this is a tough business. Rejection after 
rejection can often discourage a writer, and many aspiring for that “written by” credit quit 
their journey as a result. Join CWMFA alum Jess Carson as she shares her journey to be-
coming the first African American staff writer on the popular 
television show, The CW’s The Flash.
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Complete the surveys you receive after the conference for great prizes!

The more sessions you attend, the more surveys you receive.

The more surveys you complete, the more chances you have to win!

You could win...

•	 Full Sail swag

•	 Food and Beverage gift cards

•	 Monthly subscription boxes for writers and readers
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Welcome to the 3rd Annual Full Sail Writing Conference! 

We are delighted to have you join us for a day of exploring the art, craft, and business of 
writing. We have an exciting line-up of dedicated and qualified conference faculty that 
can’t wait to share their experience, knowledge, and hope with all of you. 

This has been a strange year: one that has both inspired poetry and given writer’s block to 
the best of us. It’s been a year of falling apart and uniting – of being alone together. It’s a 
time when those without voices have found themselves singing, and those who shouted 
were silenced. In this “world turned upside down,” we have all felt the ground shaking 
beneath our feet and staggered as we struggled to find balance. 

For many of us, part of finding balance resulted in turning to the entertainment industry 
for peace. When the world outside is terrifying, we turn on Netflix or Disney+. When we 
can’t stand to face the news, we open a book or graphic novel. When the apocalypse came, 
we turned to narratives to remind us that good can destroy evil and that love conquers all. 

The power of storytelling has never been so clear. Narratives not only keep us entertained, 
but they show us how to live – and what’s more, how to hope. 

For those of us who seek to become writers – to have our voices read and heard and loved 
– we find ourselves in a unique position. To do what we love, we must accept that a part of 
our job is to inspire. We must save those who have lost faith in themselves and the world 
around them. We must become heroes who defeat villains with words instead of capes, 
with dialogue instead of superhuman abilities. This idea is simultaneously inspiring and 
terrifying. We carry the world’s culture on our shoulders, and not all of us are sure we can 
bear the burden of that weight. 

The faculty the Full Sail Writing Conference Committee has gathered together are some 
of the heroes who chose to carry that weight and are here to teach you how to share the 
load. I hope you take full advantage of each session, and more so, I hope they give you the 
inspiration you need to keep writing. 

Have a fantastic conference!

Jennie Jarvis
Full Sail Writing Conference Director 

2

Table of Contents

Alumni Network

Welcome................................................................................................................................................ 2

Prizes & Giveaways............................................................................................................................. 3

Career Development.......................................................................................................................... 4

Alumni Network................................................................................................................................. 5

Conference Schedule.......................................................................................................................... 6

Workshop Descriptions..................................................................................................................... 7

Faculty Bios.......................................................................................................................................... 8

1

4

5

6

Ongoing Industry Engagement: 
Love Hall of Fame and wish it would never end? It 
doesn’t have to! The Alumni Relations Team hosts 
returning Alumni Industry Leaders on campus and 
online every month for industry insights, classroom 
presentations, green room experiences, panel 
discussions, project reviews, and more. Students 
and Alumni are welcome to attend sessions in person 
or online. Follow Career Development on Full Sail 
One and/or Events on CareerSync.fullsail.edu.  

Alumni Resources: 
In addition to hosting sessions and events, the 
Alumni Relations Team helps ensure that Alumni 
have ongoing access to support and resources. Visit 
our FAQ section to learn more or email us at 
alumni@fullsail.edu . 

Are you interested in giving back to the 
Student/Alumni Communities but don’t know how? 
We would love to hear from you! Share your story 
with us and be sure to update your preferred 
contact information.  You can also see what your 
fellow Alumni have been up to by visiting the 
Alumni Updates page. 

Who wouldn’t want to network with these guys?! 

Imagine yourself here! 

Alumni Relations 

bit.ly/CareerDevOpenDoor

All times listed below are Eastern Daytime Time.

FAQ

Share your story

contact information

alumni update

https://fullsail.zoom.us/j/95781654291#success
https://alumni.fullsail.edu/faqs
https://alumni.fullsail.edu/share-your-story
https://fullsailone.formstack.com/forms/alumni_contact
https://alumni.fullsail.edu/alumni-updates


Faculty Bios
Les Brown

Les is a Creative Writing Advisor in the Career Development Department. After 
graduating with a Film Production degree, he found his way into the film and television 
industry via the post-production process as a Video Editor. He has experience working on 
all types of projects including children’s television, music videos, commercials, and feature 
films. This opened up a path to writing and producing for commercials, and promotional 
spots as well as feature films. He has had the opportunity to work for companies like 
Universal Studios, Paramount Pictures, Monster Energy, and Melia Resorts.

Faculty Sessions: Writing Jobs (Panel – Session Five)

Nikki Buyna

Prior to joining Full Sail, Nikki Morrell Buyna engaged students and faculty for twenty 
years as an educator and as an administrator in both the K-12 and college sectors. She 
taught courses in literature, composition, and humanities while directing a variety of 
performing arts programs. Nikki is passionate about cultivating a culture of innovation 
and creativity amongst educators. She hosts a podcast on current topics in education 
called “Parent Teacher Conference: The Podcast,” and a professional development website 
for educators called EducationalCheerleader.com.

She has contributed to EdSocialMedia and CompTIA, and she co-authored the ebook 
#Reaching the Tweeps: Hashing Out the Rules of Social Media in Education. In addition, 
Nikki hosts “Making the Monsters,” a new podcast that explores the literary and 
pop-culture monsters we fear and why we fear them. 

Nikki was a National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Scholar, selected to 
live and study the literature of Dante in Italy. She is a member of the program selection 
committee for the Future of Education Technology Conference and was the recipient of a 
full scholarship to Harvard University Graduate School of Education's Art of Leadership 
program. Nikki received her Bachelor of Arts in English from King College and her 
Master of Humanities from Tiffin University. Currently, she is working towards her 
Certificate in School Management and Leadership at Harvard University.

Faculty Sessions: Portfolio Review (Session Two), What Makes a Great Story? (Panel, 
Session Three), Archetypes: A Cheat for Creating Compelling Characters (Session Five)

Jess Carson

Jess Carson is a Los Angeles-based African American woman writer/director who made 
her way into filmmaking in her hometown of Little Rock, Arkansas. In 2015, she decided 
to branch out to hone her skills in more saturated markets—first by way of Brooklyn, 
NY, where she was hired to write an Off-Broadway musical, Only Human, starring Gary 
Busey, and then settling in Los Angeles, CA in 2018. Her work spans genres and her 
focus is on well-rounded, character-driven narratives that resonate with audiences of all 
demographics as well as those that put society under a lens via undertones of 
societal commentary.

Currently, Jess is working on a wide range of projects. Jess is a Staff Writer on the CW's 
The Flash where she was the first black woman to write an episode of the hit series. 
She is also actively developing a gritty, original feature, Dead Red, with Echo Lake 
Entertainment producing. She was included on Tracking Board's 2019 Young and Hungry 
List. Jess is represented by Kegan Schell & Lauren Williams at Echo Lake Entertainment.

IMDB

Faculty Sessions: What Makes a Great Story? (Panel, Session Three), Make It Snappy: 
Dialogue Writing (Session Four), Portfolio Review (Session Five), Keynote Address

Kim Craft, Esq.

Kim holds a master's and a law degree. She teaches publishing & distribution. Her 
book, Infamous Lady, has been featured on numerous radio shows, as well as the BBC, 
Discovery Channel, and the show Serial Killer Culture. She has also published 
award-winning books and articles with McGraw-Hill and various legal journals.

Infamous Lady
The Awakening

Faculty Sessions: Portfolio Review (Session One), The Business of Writing (Panel, Session 
Two), 20 Ways to Market and Promote Your Self-Published Book (Session Four)

Bethany DuVall

Bethany DuVall writes deeply researched fiction with a touch of magic and looks for 
publishing opportunities that contribute to activist causes. For six years, she worked 
alongside mental health professionals at HD Counselling, LLC to offer creativity 
workshops. In 2012, she founded Shine Street Writers, which continues to foster Central 
Florida writers of all genres. Bethany teaches in the Creative Writing MFA at Full Sail 
University. She is the mom of a teenaged musician, is married to a man who knows every 
line of every ‘80s movie ever made, and is the servant herder of two demanding cats.

Author Website

Faculty Sessions: Morning Routines: Daily Techniques from The Artist’s Way 
(Early Bird Session)

Chris Geary

Christopher Geary is a Film and Video Producer and Editor who resides in Central 
Florida. In his role as an instructor and Production Supervisor for the Bachelor’s Film 
Program at Full Sail University, Geary has produced nearly 100 student thesis films in the 
last four years. As part of this process, Geary assisted students with script development, 
shot creation and composition, directing actors, budgeting, scheduling and many more 
of the thousands of tasks involved in bringing a movie from the page to the screen. In 
addition to his role as a teacher, Geary also actively works in the field of commercial and 
industrial video production with over 20 years of experience. He has written, produced, 
edited, and directed countless promotional videos and commercials for end clients such as 
Disney, Universal Studios, AAA Auto Club, Novartis Pharmaceuticals, Cruise America, 
Margaritaville, SeaWorld, Tui, Dollar Rent-A-Car, Virgin, Waldorf Astoria, and Hilton.

Independent projects Geary has worked on include producing the short films Outta 
Tune and Fear Everything and a music video for the band Some Other Life. Geary has 
also worked as a Screenwriter for an adaptation of a New York Times best-selling author’s 
epic fantasy series and is presently developing a feature film slated for production in the 
Orlando area in 2021.

Faculty Sessions: Writing Jobs (Panel, Session Five)

Peter Gordon

Peter M. Gordon won the 2019 Thomas Burnett Swann poetry prize. He has over 100 
poems published and is the author of two collections: Two Car Garage and Let’s Play 
Two: Poems About Baseball. His poem Florida Man was nominated for Best of the Net. 
He’s a founder and past President of Orlando Area Poets, a chapter of the Florida State 
Poets Association. He has over 40 years experience creating and curating content for 
everything from live theatre to digital video. Peter teaches Business of Film in Full Sail 
University’s Film Production MFA program and has led poetry workshops for the Jax 
Poetry Festival, the Orange County Library Writers Conference, the Florida Writer’s 
Association, and the FSPA, among others.

Author Page

Faculty Sessions: Monetizing Your Poetry (Session One), The Business of Writing (Panel, 
Session Two), Portfolio Review (Session Three), Writing Jobs (Panel, Session Five)

Allen Gorney

Allen Gorney is an actor and writer in Orlando. He has appeared in dozens of 
commercials, both locally and nationally. As a writer, he is the author of the novel The 
Scottish Bitch under the pen name Jameson Tabard. He also writes for the screen and stage 
under his given name, including 2018’s award-winning play Superfan. 

The Scottish Bitch

Faculty Sessions: Perfecting Your Query (Panel, Session One), Portfolio Reviews (Session 
Two), Make It Snappy: Dialogue Writing (Panel, Session Four)

                                                                        

Jennie Jarvis

Jennie Jarvis is the Full Sail Writing Conference Director and is delighted to bring this 
conference to Full Sail for the third year in a row. She worked in Development in Los 
Angeles, where she helped development film and television projects for major studios and 
networks. She has operated as a freelance script consultant for over fifteen years working 
with clients around the world, and she wrote and directed a number of short narrative and 
documentary films. Major credits include The Matrix: Revolutions, Accepted, American 
Idol and more.
​
Since returning to her native state of Florida, Jennie has successfully built and coordinated 
screenwriting contests as well as served as a judge for film, theater, and writing 
competitions. As a prose writer, she published the award-winning textbook Crafting the 
Character Arc: A Practical Guide to Character Creation and Development. She won awards 
for screenplays, essays, poetry and short fiction, and her writing appeared in Writer’s 
Digest Magazine and The Florida Writer. She currently serves as a Course Director in the 
Film Production MFA program.

Crafting The Character Arc
Toxic
Anthology Collection

Faculty Sessions: Writing for an Audience (Early Bird Session)

Davey Jay, Esq.

Davey Jay, Esq. is shareholder at Meehle &amp; Jay P.A. in Orlando and served as the 
2017-2018 Chair of the Florida Bar Entertainment, Arts, & Sports Law Section. She 
dedicates her practice to the areas of Entertainment and Intellectual Property law, which 
includes negotiating and drafting contracts; entity formation; trademark and copyright 
clearance, registration, and licensing; and assisting clients with claims of trade secret, 
trademark, and copyright infringement. Davey is licensed to practice law in Florida and 
admitted to practice before the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Florida and 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit.

Davey’s clients are creatives, performers, influencers, and designers, including filmmakers, 
musicians, talent, agents, managers, promoters, writers, journalists, game designers, and 
production companies. She has worked on deals with major enterprises such as HBO, 
Warner/Chappell, Discovery, Telemundo, Sony/Columbia, and Sub Pop, as well as with 
indies and startups, and has represented Oscar, Grammy, and Emmy winners along with 
those who are just launching their careers.

Davey has been an educator for over twelve years, most recently as an adjunct professor 
at Barry University School of Law. She often participates as a guest speaker at various 
conferences, symposia, and law schools. In recognition of her professional achievements 
and community service, Davey has received an AV Preeminent rating from Martindale-
Hubbell, 10.0 Superb from Avvo, a Legal Elite designation from Florida Trend, the 
Service Excellence Alumni Award from Barry University School of Law, and was honored 
as one of Orlando Business Journal’s Women Who Mean Business in 2019.

Law Firm

Faculty Sessions: The Business of Writing (Panel, Session Two), Writing Contracts 
(Session Four)

Kaitlyn Johnson, Literary Agent

After receiving a bachelor’s degree in Writing, Literature, and Publishing from Emerson 
College, Kaitlyn refused to leave the concept of nightly homework behind. A 
literary agent for Belcastro Literary Agency, she is also a freelance editor at her own 
company, K. Johnson Editorial.  Kaitlyn started her literary journey as a copyeditor for 
academic publisher codeMantra, a YA editor for Accent Press, a Conference Assistant for 
GrubStreet, Boston. She has been agenting since 2016. She has written various articles for 
Writer’s Digest and has had a flash fiction story published in the anthology A Box of Stars 
Beneath the Bed. 

Agency Page
Client Work
Client Work
Client Work 

Faculty Sessions: Perfecting Your Query (Panel, Session One), Making a Great First 
Impression: Polishing Your First Five Pages (Session Two), What Makes a Great Story? 
(Panel, Session Three), Portfolio Review (Session Four), Writing Jobs (Session Five)

Dr. Lesley Kamphaus

Dr. Lesley Kamphaus is a course director in the English department at Full Sail. She has 
also taught university-level English composition and literature classes at the University of 
Miami and University of Central Florida, and has presented her research at conferences, 
including the Popular Culture Association National Conference and the Society of Early 
Americanists Biennial Conference. She recently defended her dissertation, A new 
true-born Storie: Women’s Homosocial Resistance to Narratives of Monstrous Birth, 
1520-1660, and received her Ph.D. in English from University of Miami in August 2020. 
Since joining Full Sail’s faculty, Lesley has begun exploring composition studies and is 
currently working on a project that focuses on writing pedagogy and student engagement 
in online environments. 

Faculty Sessions: Time Management and Motivation (Session Two), Portfolio Reviews 
(Session Five)

Kat Kerr, Literary Agent

Kat joined Donald Maass Literary Agency in 2019. She graduated from Florida State 
University with a bachelors in English in 2009 and is drawn to literary and commercial 
voices within the adult and YA markets, as well as adult nonfiction. Kat feels strongly 
about supporting programs like We Need Diverse Books and is passionate about creating 
space in this industry for those from historically marginalized communities. She is 
actively seeking to grow her client list and is particularly hungry for character-driven 
literary works with magical realism, literary-leaning science fiction and speculative works, 
women's fiction, and YA works with a lot of heart and something to say.

Agency Page

Faculty Sessions: Perfecting Your Query (Panel, Session One), The Business of Writing 
(Panel, Session Two), What Makes a Great Story? (Panel, Session Three), Crafting 
the Unique Perspective: Finding Your Writing Voice (Session Four), Portfolio Review 
(Session Five)

Dr. John King

John King is the host of the creative writing podcast, The Drunken Odyssey, as featured 
on “best of ” lists by Book Riot and The Millions. He holds an MFA in fiction writing 
from New York University and a doctorate in English from Purdue University. His 
novel, Guy Psycho and the Ziggurat of Shame, was published by Beating Windward Press 
in 2019. John’s work also appears in the anthologies 15 Views of Orlando, Other Orlandos, 
and Condoms and Hot Tubs Don’t Mix, as well as in journals, such as Gargoyle, The Newer 
York, and Painted Bride Quarterly. He lives in a secret location in the lesser Orlando area 
with his wife, cat, and a cadre of robot duplicates.

The Drunken Odyssey
Guy Psycho and the Ziggurat of Shame
Anthology Collection
Anthology Collection
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Wes Locher

Wes Locher a writer who makes his living in the fields of comic books, video games, 
journalism, copywriting, fiction, and more. His work has been featured by Wired, 
VentureBeat, and Gamasutra, his comics have been published throughout the USA, 
UK, and Canada, and he's been fortunate enough to work as a game writer and narrative 
designer with video game studios around the world. He is a 2014 creative writing graduate 
of Full Sail University and currently serves as a Program Advisory Committee member for 
the school's writing programs.
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Faculty Sessions: Portfolio Review (Session One), The Business of Writing (Panel, Session 
Two), Freelance Writing (Session Three), Writing Jobs (Session Five)

Dr. Erin Moore

Erin Dee Moore earned a Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Humanities with a specialization 
in medieval studies and an M.A. in Literature, both from Florida State University. She 
published a book chapter on multimodal composition entitled “Political Cartoons and 
Multimodal Composition: The Visual Argument Assignment” in Best Practices in Writing 
Assignment Design. She currently teaches English Composition and Professional Writing 
at Full Sail University.

Textbook Work
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Brian Nelson

Brian Nelson is an award-winning Screenwriter and Executive Producer who has worked 
in film, television, theater, and as a traditional author. His film writing includes Hard 
Candy, Devil (story by M. Night Shyamalan), Rupture, 30 Days of Night, and the 
forthcoming The Clockwork Dynasty. His television writing experience includes the ABC 
miniseries 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, multiple episodes of the Disney Channel series 
In a Heartbeat, as well as episodes of Jag, Lois and Clark, Earth: Final Conflict, So Weird, 
and the Berlin television drama Wolffs Revier.

In recent television, he Executive Produced Da Vinci’s Demons for Starz and Nightflyers 
for Syfy/Netflix. He served as Co-Executive Producer on the Saturn Award-winning Hulu 
miniseries 11/22/63, based on the novel by Stephen King and on Altered Carbon 
for Netflix.
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Sarah Nicolas

Sarah Nicolas is a recovering mechanical engineer, library event planner, and author who 
lives in Orlando with a 60-lb mutt who thinks he’s a chihuahua and a gray fluffy cat who 
thinks she’s a dog. As an author, they write YA novels as Sarah Nicolas and romance under 
the name Aria Kane. Sarah has published both traditionally and independently and has 
also worked in the publishing industry as an editorial intern, editorial assistant, publicist, 
publicity director, cover artist, and art director. They are the current Board Treasurer and 
Agent Liaison for PitchWars and the host of PubTalk Live. 

When not writing, Sarah can be found playing volleyball or drinking wine. They are a 
contributor for Book Riot and are represented by Rebecca Podos of Rees Literary Agency.
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Alternate Branding Author Website
PitchWars
PubTalk Live
Book Riot

Faculty Sessions: Perfecting Your Query (Panel, Session One), Portfolio Review (Session 
Two), What Makes a Great Story? (Panel, Session Three)

Kevin O’Neill

Kevin has been writing and directing short film projects for over a decade. His projects 
include Clark, Captain Fin, Lean, Undertaking, Swipe, Perception, Man in the Woods, 
and Resemblance. Kevin’s films have won numerous Grand Jury awards in festivals from 
around the country and as far away as Monaco. Kevin was as an actor in Los Angeles 
for ten years from the 80s and 90s where he worked on over one hundred commercials, 
television series and films. He has been teaching acting for the last twenty-five-years and 
has been a Course Director at Full Sail University for fourteen years, where he teaches 
Directing to film students.
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Two), Make It Snappy: Dialogue Writing (Panel, Session Four)

Karen Price

Karen Price has been published by Scholastic Book Clubs and Book Fairs, Heinemann 
Library, TickTock Books, Greenhaven Press, National Geographic, and the Smithsonian, 
among others. She is on the board of the Kerouac Project of Orlando and teaches in the 
English Department at Full Sail University.

Faculty Sessions: Portfolio Review (Session Three), Make It Snappy: Dialogue Writing 
(Panel, Session Four), Silencing the Inner Critic: Quieting the Voices in Your Head 
(Session Five)

Matt Peters

Matt Peters is an author of socially-conscious realism stories and novels. Peters holds an 
MFA in Creative Writing from the University of New Orleans. He teaches in the Creative 
Writing Program at Full Sail University, and runs Beating Windward Press.

Beating Windward Press
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Mac Rutan

Mac Rutan is a Course Director in the Digital Art and Design department. He is a 
former Technical Director for Miroslaw Rogala in Chicago and a former organizer for the 
Central Florida Rhaspbery Pi User Group.
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Leslie Salas

Leslie Salas is an accomplished anthologist who has published two creative writing 
collections, has two more academic essay collections under contract, and is actively 
querying a completed fifth collection that combines creative writing with academic study. 
She earned an MFA in Creative Writing from the University of Central Florida, where she 
specialized in multiple modes of writing, including fiction and nonfiction prose, comics, 
and screenwriting. She is a graduate of the Denver Publishing Institute and has been 
teaching writing, communication, literature, and leadership courses in higher education 
for a decade—most recently as a professor of Humanities & Communication at 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. She also serves as the Comics Editor for the 
literary journal Sweet, is an occasional contributor to The Gloria Sirens magazine, and 
manages the Florida College English Association website. Her stories, essays, poems, 
comics, and/or art have been featured in The Southeast Review, Plane Tree Review, Ghost 
Parachute, Manticore: Hybrid Writing from Hybrid Identity, and more. Find her 
microblogs about writing, teaching, and motherhood on Instagram, tweets about the 
space industry and book publishing on Twitter, and posts about academia on Facebook—
follow and ping her at @proflesliesalas. 

Sweet
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What Makes A Great Story? (Panel, Session Three), Make It Snappy: Dialogue Writing 
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Jessica Schwartz

Jessica Schwartz is currently the Manager of Premium Originals at Team Whistle where 
she is developing unscripted and scripted premium content. She previously worked in 
unscripted development at ITV Entertainment where she worked with the team that 
produced Queer Eye and Love Island among others. She has worked in current and 
development at Collins Avenue Entertainment (Dance Moms). As an Associate Producer 
for court shows, she wrote court cases and produced them from the ground up. Jessica has 
been a casting producer on TV shows and projects for Lifetime (Dance Moms, Season 8), 
Nickelodeon (Double Dare), NBC, Bravo, and ABC (Child Support). 

Jessica is a September 2016 graduate of Full Sail’s MFA Film Program where she was the 
Advanced Achievement Recipient. She also has a BFA in Directing and Production for 
Theater from University of the Arts. Before Full Sail, she was directing and assisting at 
theater companies in both Philadelphia and New York (Azuka Theatre, Atlantic Theater 
Company, Philly Fringe Arts, and NYC Fringe). At Team Whistle, she is thrilled to be 
developing inspiring premium content that is engaging for today’s audience and that plays 
into the positive. Upcoming Premium Team Whistle shows are Legacy for Vudu Executive 
Produced by Dwayne Wade, Benedict Men Executive Produced by Steph Curry on Quibi, 
and sci fi drama Don’t Look Deeper starring Don Cheadle and Emily Mortimer on Quibi. 

Team Whistle
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(Session Five)

Jared Silvia

Jared Silvia is a writer, musician, and event curator in Orlando, FL. He is also a 
contributing editor for Fantastic Floridas literary journal. His fiction has appeared in 
Boulevard, Sierra Nevada Review, decomP, Monkeybicycle, Rabble Lit, Bridge Eight, Dime 
Show Review, and other journals. He was the winner of the 2017 Brian Turner Literary 
Arts Prize in Fiction and was a resident at the 2017 DISQUIET writing residency in 
Ponta Delgada, Azores. A short film he worked on that came out in 2017, Time For Sushi, 
recently passed 7 million views on YouTube.

Fantastic Floridas
Time For Sushi
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Heather Startup

Heather Startup teaches English Composition I at Full Sail University and moonlights 
in editing and copywriting. Her work has appeared in The Copperfield Review, The 
Satirist, Milk Journal, Valparaiso Fiction Review, and two anthologies. A graduate of 
Queens University of Charlotte’s MFA program, Heather enjoys participating in local 
writers’ workshops and writing conferences.
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Faculty Sessions: Grammar 101 (Session Three)

Dr. Kari Whaley

Dr. Kari Whaley is a Course Director at Full Sail University. She is a TEDx Speaker and 
has extensive experience in grant, speech and curriculum writing, and as a contributor for 
articles published in Ladders, Babes Who Hustle, FairyGodBoss, and Market Watch. Her 
favorite kind of writing is for her stand-up comedy sets.

TEDx Presentation
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(Panel, Session Two), It’s Funny Because It’s True: Comedy Writing (Session Three)

Julie Anne Wight

Julie Anne Wight's writing credits include episodes of the Urban Movie Channel's hour 
drama series 5th Ward, audio description for hundreds of hours of film and television 
including Black Lightning, Riverdale, The Nun, Okja, Icarus, and Breathe, and over forty 
illustrated children’s books for the storybook app, FarFaria, including the award-winning 
Sofia’s Flower, recipient of the Royal Palm Literary Award.

Julie began her career as a radio copywriter before transitioning into writing for film and 
television. Some of her screenwriting accolades include being named Winner of National 
Lampoon’s Search for Comedy Gold, winning in the comedy category for Final Draft's 
Big Break Competition, and being selected as a finalist for the Universal Pictures' Writers 
Program. She also freelances as a Story Consultant for Script Pipeline and sits on the 
Program Advisory Committee for the Creative Writing programs at Full Sail University.

Sofia’s Flower
Author Website
Script Pipline

Faculty Sessions: Make It Snappy: Dialogue Writing (Panel, Session Four), Writing Jobs 
(Panel, Session Five) 
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https://www.imdb.com/name/nm4547685/?ref_=fn_al_nm_1
https://www.amazon.com/Infamous-Lady-Countess-Erzs%C3%A9bet-B%C3%A1thory-ebook/dp/B00OEDIS26/ref=sr_1_1?crid=O2UOXME4R179&amp;dchild=1&amp;keywords=infamous+lady+the+true+story+of+countess+erzs%C3%A9bet+b%C3%A1thory&amp;qid=1591113176&amp;sprefix=infamous+lady%2Caps%2C183&amp;sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Awakening-Wake-Up-Call-Orion-Voyagers-ebook/dp/B084F2YTRF/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&amp;keywords=the+awakening+orion+voyagers&amp;qid=1591113242&amp;sr=8-1
https://www.bethanyduvall.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Peter-M-Gordon/e/B017FRVJU0%3Fref=dbs_a_mng_rwt_scns_share
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-scottish-bitch-jameson-tabard/1123438322
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/crafting-the-character-arc-jennie-jarvis/1120346283?ean=9781940761121
http://www.qulitmag.com/toxic/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/condoms-and-hot-tubs-dont-mix-jennie-jarvis/1128012783?ean=9781940761381
https://www.meehle.com/
http://www.belcastroagency.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50773605-may-the-best-man-win
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B088C4LV59/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&amp;btkr=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/53291599-before-we-were-blue
http://maassagency.com/kat-kerr/
https://thedrunkenodyssey.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Psycho-Ziggurat-Shame-John-King/dp/1940761395/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&amp;keywords=guy+psycho+ziggurat&amp;qid=1591107204&amp;sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Other-Orlandos-Leslie-Salas-ebook/dp/B0751GS4J7/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&amp;keywords=other+orlandos&amp;qid=1591107395&amp;s=books&amp;sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.com/Condoms-Hot-Tubs-Dont-Mix-ebook/dp/B07DH62JM1/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&amp;keywords=condoms+and+hot+tubs+don%27t+mix&amp;qid=1591107434&amp;s=books&amp;sr=1-1
https://weslocher.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Unit-44-Wes-Locher/dp/194576208X
https://www.amazon.com/Braving-Britannia-Adventure-Ultima-Online/dp/172185388X
https://www.amazon.com/Twenty-Writing-Assignments-Context-Instructors/dp/1476665095
https://sarahnicolas.com/books/
http://www.ariakane.com/
https://pitchwars.org/
https://sarahnicolas.com/pubtalklive/
https://bookriot.com/author/sarah-nicolas/
http://beatingwindward.com/
https://sweetlit.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Other-Orlandos-Leslie-Salas-ebook/dp/B0751GS4J7/
https://www.amazon.com/Condoms-Hot-Tubs-Dont-Mix-ebook/dp/B07DH62JM1/ref=sr_1_10?dchild=1&amp;qid=1593008126&amp;refinements=p_27%3ALeslie+Salas&amp;s=digital-text&amp;sr=1-10&amp;text=Leslie+Salas
https://www.teamwhistle.com/
https://burrowpress.com/florida/
https://youtu.be/bcXiwNjkhxU
https://www.amazon.com/Condoms-Hot-Tubs-Dont-Mix-ebook/dp/B07DH62JM1/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&amp;keywords=condoms+and+hot+tubs+don%27t+mix&amp;qid=1591190831&amp;sr=8-1
https://www.ted.com/talks/dr_kari_whaley_the_missing_link_to_creating_connection
https://www.farfaria.com/sofia-s-flower
https://www.julieannewight.com/
https://scriptpipeline.com/

